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was propaganda in colonial ideas. In many places a member of
the G.U.F, was delegated by the National Institute of Fascist
Culture to organize courses of lectures, publish articles, and keep
alive by all possible means the * colonial ideal' inside and outside
the universities. Bordering on the cultural work was the partici-
pation in the study of corporative problems and the propagation
of corporative ideas with which the G.U.F. was entrusted, the
aim being to bring the students into active connexion with the
workers so that they could learn and at the same time teach what
their problems were and how they were to be solved. The Ministry
for Corporations favoured the institution of special libraries, and
the setting up of extra-mural courses on the Corporative Law.
The contribution of the G.U.F. to the cultural life of the
students was not large. Here and there were some literary and
art groups; some exhibitions of paintings, sculpture, and archi-
tectural plans took place from time to time; more remarkable
perhaps than anything else was the attempt to spread an interest
in documentary and art films. One feature of some importance
for studies was, however, organized by the G.U.F. It was the
exception in Italian universities for courses of lectures to be
published by the teacher himself. Since, however, the special
matter dealt with by the * professors' of the different subjects
(corsi monografici) almost always had to be studied by candidates
for examinations, and attendance wras rather low, it was neces-
sary for the students to provide for the printing, in one way or
other, of the notes taken at the lessons. Very often the notes were
corrected by the teacher himself, who, however, rarely took any
responsibility for their exactness. In many cases these dispense,
as the lithographic copies of the notes were termed, were not at
all good, and more often they appeared very irregularly; nor was
the financial management always good, and the prices were ex-
tremely high, much higher than those of very good books of the
same size. The G.U.F. took over almost everywhere the printing
of the dispense, making a regular publication of them, and
urging the teachers to make the contents more reliable. The
results seem to have been on the whole quite good, apart from
the frequent * racket' attached to things of this kind, and the fact
that the students who were entrusted with the job of taking the
notes were not always the best. The avowed aim of this work by
the G.U.F. was however not only cultural (and financial), but
political: teachers knew that all their words were checked and,
if necessary, censored by persons appointed by the Fascist Party,
In both sport and culture, the G.U.F. organized annual
competitions, which took an ever-increasing share of the interest
and time of students in the five years preceding the war. The